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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This is a Final Office Action in response to the amendments filed March 3, 2006. 
Claims 1-6 were canceled and claims 7-24 were amended with claims 7-24 pending. 
The Examiner's last name has changed from Morawski to Krisciunas. 

Response to Amendment 

2. The Applicant has amended claims 7-24. 

Response to Arguments 
The Examiner has fully considered the applicant's arguments with respect to the 
Bilbrey (US 2002/0103932) reference and it is deemed not persuasive. Bilbrey teaches 
sending the absence response information to the server and updating the appropriate 
databases based upon where the request originated from as noted in paragraph 55: 
"the system 100 also utilizes the RM 104 to perform routine checks of e-mail address 
lists against new "active" COA data at the Network Server 106. The RM 104 
communicates with the Network Server 106 in order to request and receive new e-mail 
addresses and other information relating to e-mail subscriptions. The RM 104 may 
also be configured to retrieve any new COA records from the Sponsor DB 102 and 
update the Network Server 106 with such information." See also Figure 17A and Figure 
27. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 7-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Bilbrey 

etal (US 2002/0103932) 

As per claims 7, 13 and 19, Bilbrey teaches a computer readable medium that 
stores a program to cause a computer to perform message address management 
(paragraph 83: Reconnection Manager (104) which provides updates of recipient 
mailboxes/addresses): when a message address of a member of a message group 
exchanging is changed absence response information including at least an old address 
and a new address of the member is caused to be received from the client (See Figure 
21: "FIG. 21 is an illustrated flow diagram depicting a modification of the process 
shown in FIG. 20 where, in addition to specifying an old address and a new address on 
a Sponsor's web site, the recipient also specifies whether such address information is 
to be shared with the Network Server and with other Sponsors for another embodiment 
of the present invention."); determining from a plurality of provided message address 
lists a message address list including the old address of the member and extracting 
message addresses of the rest of the members of the determined message address 
list (paragraph 58: "FIG. 1 illustrates one process by which this function may be 
implemented. As shown, the process begins when a user of the RM 104 requests an 
updating of e-mail address listings from the Sponsor DB 102 (Step 1). At this point, the 
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process communicates the address list to the RM 104 which is then suitably updated 
with the Sponsor's e-mail address list (Step 2). Upon receiving the request, the RM 
104 requests the updated e-mail address list from the Network Server 106 (Step 3). 
The Network Server encrypts and sends back to the RM 104 COA changes since the 
last update request from the RM 104 (Step 4). The e-mail addresses received from the 
Network Server 106 are then matched to old e-mail addresses provided by the 
Sponsor DB 102 to the RM 104 (Step 5). The RM 104 also, preferably, is capable of 
reading e-mail addresses directly from the Sponsor's DB 102 in order to perform a 
match if desired. Once these matches have been made, the RM 104 suitably 
communicates those listings identified by the matching process to the Network Server 
106 (Step 6)." Where the other addresses would require extracting if the list is to be 
updated and sent back in its updated format.); specifying a server to which the 
absence response information is to be provided, on the basis of the extracted message 
address; and distributing the absence response information to the specified server 
(paragraph 59, where the network server (106) communicates with the RM (104) which 
then communicates with the Sponsor database (102) to provide the new information). 

As per claims 8, 14 and 20, Bilbrey teaches the absence response information 
contains information regarding a period of validity of the absence response information 
(paragraph 112 and Table 3 where a determination is made as to whether the 
addresses are active. If they are active the change of address information is made 
available to the Sponsors. See also paragraph 68: "time-stamped"). 
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As per claims 9,15 and 21 , Bilbrey teaches a plurality of pieces of the absence 
response information to be distributed to the same server are gathered together for 
distribution (paragraph 58: "FIG. 1 illustrates one process by which this function may be 
implemented. As shown, the process begins when a user of the RM 104 requests an 
updating of e-mail address listings from the Sponsor DB 102 (Step 1). At this point, the 
process communicates the address list to the RM 104 which is then suitably updated 
with the Sponsor's e-mail address list (Step 2). Upon receiving the request, the RM 104 
requests the updated e-mail address list from the Network Server 106 (Step 3)", where 
a list would constitute multiple pieces of information). 

As per claims 10, 16 and 22, Bilbrey teaches receiving from a server absence 
response information including at least an old address and a new address of a member 
of a message exchanging group (See Figure 21 : "FIG. 21 is an illustrated flow diagram 
depicting a modification of the process shown in FIG. 20 where, in addition to 
specifying an old address and a new address on a Sponsor's web site, the recipient 
also specifies whether such address information is to be shared with the Network 
Server and with other Sponsors for another embodiment of the present invention."); 
when receiving a message to be transmitted to another server, judging whether or not 
an original address of the received message matches the old address contained in the 
absence response information (paragraph 58: "The e-mail addresses received from the 
Network Server 106 are then matched to old e-mail addresses provided by the 
Sponsor DB 102 to the RM 104 (Step 5). The RM 104 also, preferably, is capable of 
reading e-mail addresses directly from the Sponsor's DB 102 in order to perform a 
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match if desired. Once these matches have been made, the RM 104 suitably 
communicates those listings identified by the matching process to the Network Server 
106 (Step 6)."); replacing the original address of the message with a new address 
associated with the old address matching the original address (paragraphs 49-51, 
where the address lists are updated, which encompasses replacing the old address 
with the new address); and transmitting the message using the replaced address, 
which is the new address in the absence response information (See Figure 20 where 
the user receives the e-mail at the new address). 

As per claims 11,17 and 23, Bilbrey teaches when the message has been 
transmitted to the new address, notifying an administrator of the message exchange 
system or a requestor of the message transmission that the message has been 
transferred to the new address (paragraph 93, where the recipient with the new address 
can specify who is notified of the new address. This guarantees that these addresses 
will be able to send messages to the new address.) 

As per claims 12, 18 and 24, Bilbrey teaches a message address of a member of 
a message exchanging group is changed, creating absence response information 
including at least an old address and a new address corresponding to the message 
address (See Figure 21: "FIG. 21 is an illustrated flow diagram depicting a modification 
of the process shown in FIG. 20 where, in addition to specifying an old address and a 
new address on a Sponsor's web site, the recipient also specifies whether such address 
information is to be shared with the Network Server and with other Sponsors for another 
embodiment of the present invention."); and transmitting the absence response 
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information to the server which transmits a message from the client (paragraph 59, 
where the network server (106) communicates with the RM (104) which then 
communicates with the Sponsor database (102) to provide the new information). 

Conclusion 

5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

6. A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Linda Krisciunas whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6931 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 6:30 am to 
3:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tariq Hafiz can be reached on 571-272-6729. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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